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Filed for intro on  04/12/2004

HOUSE RESOLUTION 324
By  Gresham

A RESOLUTION to honor the memory of Joseph William "Joe"
Johnson of Fayette County.

WHEREAS, the members of this General Assembly were greatly saddened to learn of

the untimely passing of Joseph William "Joe" Johnson; and

WHEREAS, Joe Johnson was an exemplary public servant and consummate

professional who worked assiduously to improve the quality of life for his fellow citizens in

numerous capacities; and

WHEREAS, a longtime resident of the New Bethel Community, Joe Johnson served with

acumen and alacrity as well-known horse trainer and hunting dog trainer, in which positions he

earned the respect of his peers and clients alike for the exemplary quality of his work; and

WHEREAS, Joseph William Johnson was born on December 4, 1939, in Fayette County

to the late William Robert Johnson and the late Lorraine Taylor Johnson; and

WHEREAS, a 1958 graduate of Fayette County High School, Joe Johnson married

Carol Ann Mullins of Memphis, Tennessee in 1976; and

WHEREAS, an avid outdoorsman, Joe Johnson enjoyed a lifelong love for horses and

hunting dogs; he owned and operated Johnson Stables, the Quail Brand Tack Shop, and the

Shaw Creek Hunting Club in the New Bethel area; and

WHEREAS, for many years, the Shaw Creek Hunting Club has been a landmark

institution and has brought together sportsmen several times throughout the year for special

events; and

WHEREAS, blessed with a special ability to craft leather specialty items for horse and

dog owners, Mr. Johnson was respected and admired by people from all walks of life; and

WHEREAS, known and admired throughout the Tennessee Walking Horse Industry,

many New Bethel residents called Joe "Horse Whisperer" for his unique ability to train horses

and his soft spoken mannerisms; and



- 2 - 01404185

WHEREAS, an expert horseman, breeder, trainer, and farrier, Mr. Johnson began his

illustrious career at GLL Farms in Collierville in 1964; and

WHEREAS, highly respected for his abilities as a stallion manager, Mr. Johnson

managed the 1964 World Grand Champion, GLL's Carbon Copy's breeding career; he also

handled other fine stallions, including Mack K's Handskaker, Sensational Shadow, Copy's Magic

Marker, Powered by Generator, Poison, Pushover's Powerstroke, and Stormy Night of Pride

RW; and

WHEREAS, beginning this 2004, Mr. Johnson was to have overseen the management of

the breeding career of Slate by Design; and

WHEREAS, in addition to these special talents, Joe Johnson possessed an uncanny

ability to prepare and show yearling colts for show ring competition; he handled many of Carbon

Copy's offspring and showed many colts at the Tennessee Walking Horse National Celebration

in Shelbyville, Tennessee, including Copy's Valentine, Charming Copy, Copy's Dancer, Skill's

SeeSaw, Fleetwood Mac, Copy's Riptide, Copy's Hot Papa, Copy's Paradin' Lady, Santana

Ana, Sunrise at the Ritz, and Botox; and

WHEREAS, Joe Johnson was an active and devout member of the Bellevue Baptist

Church; and

WHEREAS, Joe Johnson was also deeply devoted to his family, and he always

endeavored to remain true to family values of the highest order; and

WHEREAS, Joe Johnson is survived by his wife, Carol Ann Mullins Johnson; his

daughter, Cindy Weddington; his son, Joseph William Johnson, Jr.; and his two grandchildren,

William Benjamin Weddington and Sara Elizabeth Weddington; and

WHEREAS, Joseph W. Johnson leaves behind an indelible legacy of integrity and

probity in public life, compassion and loyalty in private life, and diligence and dedication in all his

chosen endeavors; and

WHEREAS, it is fitting that this General Assembly should pause to remember the

bountiful life of this exceptional horseman and human being; now, therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE ONE HUNDRED

THIRD GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, that we honor the memory of
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Joseph William "Joe" Johnson, reflecting fondly upon his impeccable character and his stalwart

commitment to living the examined life with courage and conviction.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that we express our sympathy and offer our condolences

to the family of Joe Johnson.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that an appropriate copy of this resolution be prepared

for presentation with this final clause omitted from such copy.


